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TO  THE  WADEBRIDQE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  -  1948. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

Area  (in  acres)-— 88,064. 

Estimated  mid-year  population — 13,850. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 4,550. 

Rateable  value— <£68,203. 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  — £284-16-7. 

The  Rural  District  is  composed  of  19  Parishes 
with  populations  varying  between  200—2,500,  the 
largest  concentration  occurring  in  the  market  town 
of  Wadebridge.  The  area  is  predominantly 
agricultural. 


Live  births 


Vital  Statistics 

M.  F. 


Legitimate  138  104 

Illegitimate  11  4 

Total—  149  108 


Total 

242 

15 


Crude  birth  rate  18*5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  17*9  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 
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still  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

2 

9 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total — 

7 

2 

9 

Still  birth  rate  33  6 

per  1,000  total  births  or 

•6*5  per 

1,000  of  the  papulation. 

Still  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  23*1  per  1,000 

births  or  ’42  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Infant  mortality 

Deaths  under  one 

Year. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Total — 

9 

K 

14 

Infant  mortality  rate  54’4  per  1,000  live  births. 

Infant  mortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales  34  per 
1,000  live  births. 

Kine  of  the  above  deaths  occurred  before  the 
age  of  one  month,  the  causes  being  prematurity,  3. 
Congenital  Malformations,  birth  injuries  etc.  6.  Two 
infant  deaths  occurred  from  whooping  cough. 

Deaths 

Total 

171 


M. 

86 


F. 

85 
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Crude  death  rate  12*25  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  10*8  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 


♦Chief  causes  of  death — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Heart  diseases 

21 

19 

40 

Circulatory  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

Hespiratory  diseases 

(excluding  Tuberculosis) 

8  " 

8 

16 

Cancer 

7 

17 

24 

Cerebro  vascular  diseases 

10 

12 

22 

Nephritis 

3 

2 

5 

Accident  and  violent 

6 

2 

8 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

5 

Total — 

62 

65 

127 

Deaths  by  ages 

0  — one  month 

9 

One  month — one  year 

5 

One  year  —  20  years 

1 

21  years  —  40  years 

10 

41  years  —  60  years 

22 

61  years  —  70  years 

32 

71  years  —  80  years 

52 

81  years  —  90  years 

34 

90  years  and  over 

6 

Total — 

171 

General  provisions  of  Health  Sevices 

The  Services  for  the  year  J948  have  been 
considerably  modified  by  the  provisions  of  the  Health 
Services  Act,  1946,  which  came  into  operation  on 
5th  July,  1948. 


Laboratory  facilities 


The  Department  of  Pathology,  Royal  Cornwall 
Infirmary,  Truro,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Hocking, 
has  been  used  in  relation  to  infectious  diseases.  The 
Laboratory  of  the  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Tickle,  of 
Exeter,  has  been  used  for  the  routine  examination 
of  water  samples 

Ambulance  facilities 

The  Area  has  continued  to  be  served  by  the  St. 
John  and  Red  Cross  Ambulance  Service  in 
Wadebridge,  on  a  voluntary  basis  until  the  5th  July. 
Subsequently  the  service  has  been  supplied  by  the 
same  ambulance  under  the  provisions  of  the 
County’s  arrangements,  Wadebridge  being  classified 
as  a  Country  Centre,  manned  by  voluntary 
personnel. 

Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  Rural  District,  but 
hospital  services  are  available  at  the  East  Cornwall 
Hospital,  Bodmin,  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary  at 
Truro,  and  The  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital  in 
Plymouth. 

Infectious  disease  cases  requiring  hospitalisation 
are  accommodated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  in 
Truro 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

The  County  Council  is  the  supervising  authority 
for  the  Mid^vives  Acts,  and  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  purposes. 

The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  of  the  District  is 
carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse  Midwives  of  the 
County  Nursing  Association,  which  since  5th  July, 
1948,  has  been  absorbed  into  the  County  Council’s 
provisions  under  the  new  Act. 

The  County  maintains  the  Infant  "Welfare 
Centre  held  in  Wadebridge,  where  vaccination 
and  immunisation  facilities  are  available. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  other 
Diseases 

TABLE  1. 

Notified  Infectious  Diseases  and  Deaths,  from  Infectious 


Diseases  for  1948. 

Disease.  Notified  Oases. 

Deaths. 

Measles 

219 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

42 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

7 

Dysentery 

2 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

There  were  no  cases 

of  diphtheria  notified. 

considerable  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  extending 
over  the  period  February  to  June. 
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Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  available 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  at  the  Practitioner’s 
Surgery.  This  Service  has  been  continued  under 
the  County  CounciPs  arrangements  since  5th  July. 

Vaccination  has  also  been  made  available  to  the 
public  under  the  same  arrangements  since  the  new 
Act  came  into  operation. 


Tiiberculosis. 

TABLE 

2. 

t 

AGES 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  period 
0—5 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

0  0 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

1  2 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

0  0 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

0  0 

6  —  15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16  —  25 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

26  —  35 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

oo 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

46  —  55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56  —  65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

J 

0 

0 

Total — 

4 

6 

2 

2 

3 

3 

0 

0 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  is  reported  over  last  year  as  follows — 

1948  1947 

Respiratory  10  5 

Non-respiratory  4  1 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Public  Health 
{Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations)  1925,  or 
under  Section  172  Public  Health  Act  1936,  relating 
to  compulsory  hospitalisation. 
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IValioiial  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  section, 
relating  to  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Sewage,  drainage,  etc. 

Considerable  demands  have  been  made  for  the 
services  of  cesspit  emptier  since  its  delivery  in  April. 
These  services  cover  both  privately  owned  and 
Council  property. 

Repeated  satisfactory  analysis  of  the  sewage 
effluent  from  the  disposal  works  at  St.  Kew  Highway 
caused  a  complete  survey  of  the  village  to  be  made 
and  the  present  and  future  requirements  estimated. 

These  were  found  to  be  beyond  the  capabilities 
of  the  existing  works  and  the  Council  decided  to 
extend  the  works  in  accordance  with  the  scheme 
submitted  by  this  department  incorporating  Tuke 
and  Belfs  specialised  equipment. 

Housing. 

The  Council’s  Traditional  Housing  Programme 
has  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  following 
houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied : — 


Wadebridge  Parish  .  18 

St.  Issey  Parish  8 

St.  Endellion  Parish  .  6 

St.  Kew  Parish  2 

St.  Tudy  Parish  4 

Lanhydrock  Parish  .  2 


Total 


40 
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Rural  Housing  Survey 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed  in  the 
Parish  of  B1  island,  164  properties  were  inspected 
falling  under  the  following  categories:  — 

No.  of  Houses.  ^  Catagories. 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5. 

164  5  27  39  62  31 

The  survey  is  now  in  progress  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Kew,  leaving  only  the  Parishes  of  Wadebridge 
and  St.  Endellion  to  be  surveyed  for  the  completion 
of  the  whole  district. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  and  salvage 
(paper)  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  and 
the  arrival  of  the  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  made 
more  frequent  collections  possible.  Seven  of  the  19 
Parishes  are  now  visited  weekly. 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  condition  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter¬ 
house  remains  the  same.  The  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  examined  during  the  year  are  as 
follows  :  — 
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Cattle 

including  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,150 

Not 

known 

1,071 

2,681 

76 

Number  inspected 

1,150 

Not 

known 

1,071 

2,681 

76 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis,  8 

Whole  carcasses  condemned. 

4 

9 

70 

3 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

523 

2 

3 

167 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  46T74 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis. 

Not 

known 

1T2 

8  84 

14-47 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcasses 
condemned. 

20 

32 

Nil 

2 

1 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

73 

Nil 

3 

2 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

8-0 

Not 

known 

•28 

•1 

2-63 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  Department  has  again  been  inundated  with 
applications  for  milk  selling  contracts  from  farmers 
and  small  holders,  in  each  case  the  various  premises 
have  been  inspected  and  suitable  recommendations 
made  where  necessary  to  bring  the  buildings  into 
conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Orders— Regulations,  etc. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

No  complaints  have  been  received  from  H.M. 
Factories  Inspectorate  in  respect  of  premises  within 
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the  above  category.  Various  routine  inspections 
have  been  made  and  the  department  has  commenced 
the  survey  of  factories  and  the  issue  of  Certificates 
of  adequate  means  of  escape  from  fire  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  of  1937. 

Kodent  Control 


No  statutory  actions  have  been  required  under 
the  Eats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  or  relevant 
Orders,  but  the  CounciPs  Rodent  Control  Officer  has 
continued  the  free  treatment  of  domestic  premises  and 
business  premises  under  contract  as  prescribed  by  the 
Ministry’s  scheme. 

Foreshores. 


The  life  saving  apparatus  on  the  beaches  has 
been  renewed  where  necessary,  and  kepi  under 
monthly  surveillance  to  ensure  constant  efficiency,  in 
addition  the  beaches  have  been  maintained  cfrom  dite 
point  of  view  pf  cleanliness  and  the  burial  of  carcases 
washed  lip  by  tides';^ 


'•%  i  f’'-' 


Infectious  Diseases— Fumigation. 


All  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  occuring  in  the 
district  have  been  visited  and  w^here  necessary 
fumigation  carried  out. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds— Camping  Ground. 


The  department  has  dealt  with  a  considerable 
number  of  applicatious  for  licences  in  respect  of 
moveable  dwellings,  etc.  The  necessary  inspections 
have  been  made  but  no  licences  have  been  granted. 
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Water  Supplies 

(i)  The  supply  of  water  both  piped  and  from 
wells  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality. 

(ii)  No  samples  have  been  taken  from  piped 
supplies 

(iii)  The  piped  supply  in  Wadebridge  is  plumbo- 
solvent,  for  this  reason  the  Bye-laws  do  not 
permit  the  use  of  lead  pipes. 

(iv)  When  pollution  is  suspected  in  wells  vested 
in  the  local  authority  the  water  is  sampled 
and  if  necessary  the  well  is  cleaned  out, 
sterilized,  and  a  further  sample  submitted 
for  analysis.  Where  necessary  re-covering 
and  lining  is  also  included  in  the  works. 


(v)  The  following  Parishes  are  serv^ed  by  a 
piped  water  supply  : — 


Parish.  No.  of  Population. 

No.  of  Dwelling 
Houses 

St.  Minver  Highlands 

788 

341 

St.  Minver  Lowlands 

1,182 

418 

St.  Endellion 

1,241 

498 

St  Kew 

857 

275 

Wadebridge 

• 

2,600 

800 

The  first  four  Parishes 

are  served  by  the  North 

Cornwall  Joint  Water  Board,  whilst  Wadebridge  is 
an  independent  supply  administered  by  the  Rural 
District  Council. 


I  remain,  • 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  REED, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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